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Moral-based education is an important element in the Islamic
education system that aims to shape the character of students
in accordance with Islamic values. This study aims to analyze
the implementation of moral-based curriculum in Islamic
schools, including the approach, strategies, and challenges
faced in its implementation. The research method used is

moral values.
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such as lack of resources and systematic evaluation are still
major obstacles. This study recommends strengthening
teacher training and more concrete policy support to ensure
the sustainability of the moral-based curriculum.
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INTRODUCTION

Islamic education has a strategic role in forming the character of students
based on moral values (Susanto, 2024). In the context of increasingly rapid
globalization and modernization, moral-based education is becoming increasingly
relevant to anticipate moral degradation that occurs in various levels of society.
Moral education in Islam does not only focus on cognitive aspects, but also
includes affective and psychomotor dimensions in order to form a complete
personality in accordance with Islamic teachings (Zaki, Widiastuti, Yudha,
Wijayanti, & Mi'raj, 2020). In various countries, including Indonesia, the
implementation of a moral-based curriculum in Islamic schools is a major concern.
This is based on the social fact that the many cases of juvenile delinquency,
deviant behavior, and moral crises require an education system that emphasizes

moral values in the learning process. Islamic schools have a great responsibility to
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make students not only intellectually intelligent but also have good morals as
responsible individuals in society.

However, in its implementation, the application of a moral-based curriculum
in Islamic schools still faces various challenges (Hibatillah, 2020). Some of the
problems that often arise include the lack of integration between general subjects
and moral education, teaching methods that are still theoretical without real
practice in everyday life, and minimal involvement of the school and family
environment in forming the character of students (Irodati, 2022). In addition, the
lack of clear standards in the morality-based curriculum causes significant
differences in implementation across schools (Roni Susanto, 2024). To overcome
these challenges, an appropriate solution is needed in implementing a moral-
based curriculum in Islamic schools. One approach that can be used is to develop
a learning method based on exemplary behavior (uswah hasanah), habituation,
and character strengthening through an integrative approach between the
academic curriculum and moral education (Bafadhol, 2017). In addition,
collaboration between schools, families and communities is also a key factor in the
successful implementation of this curriculum.

In this study, the research method used is a qualitative method with a case
study approach (Huberman & Jhonny, 2014). This research will be conducted in
several Islamic schools that have implemented a moral-based curriculum to
identify the success factors and challenges faced. Data collection techniques are
carried out through interviews, observations, and analysis of curriculum
documents to gain a deep understanding of the implementation of this curriculum
(Sugiyono, 2010). This study aims to examine in depth how the implementation of
a moral-based curriculum in Islamic schools, identify the obstacles faced in its
implementation, and provide strategic recommendations to improve the
effectiveness of a moral-based curriculum. Thus, the results of this study are
expected to contribute to the development of Islamic education policies that are
more oriented towards the formation of student character.

In addition, this study also aims to understand the extent to which the
implementation of a moral-based curriculum is effective in shaping the character
of students. By exploring the experiences of teachers, students, and other related
parties, this study will provide a real picture of the impact of a moral-based
curriculum on the behavior and attitudes of students in everyday life. The
uniqueness (novelty) of this study lies in its approach which not only highlights
theoretical aspects, but also explores real implementation in Islamic schools and

formulates an integrative model in a moral-based curriculum. In addition, this
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study also emphasizes the role of a holistic educational environment, which
includes the role of teachers, parents, and the community in shaping the character
of students. Thus, this study is expected to contribute to the development of a
moral-based curriculum that is more systematic, applicable, and in accordance
with the needs of Islamic education in the modern era. The implementation of an
effective moral-based curriculum will be a strategic solution in producing a
generation of Muslims who are not only superior in science but also have noble
personalities and noble morals.
2. METHODS

This research uses a qualitative method with a case study approach to
understand the phenomenon in depth in a particular context (Moelong, 2018).
Through this approach, research focuses on a rich exploration of experiences,
perspectives, and dynamics that occur in the research environment. Case studies
are chosen to be able to explore in more detail aspects related to the research
subject (Sugiyono, 2015). Data collection was conducted through three main
techniques, namely observation, in-depth interviews, and document analysis.
Observations were conducted to capture behavior, interactions, and dynamics in
the educational environment directly. In-depth interviews involved educators and
students to gain a deeper understanding of their experiences and views. In
addition, curriculum document analysis was used to understand the structure and
content of learning applied in the institutions studied. In analyzing data, this
study refers to the interactive model of Miles and Huberman which consists of
three main stages, namely data reduction, data presentation, and drawing
conclusions (Huberman & Jhonny, 2014). Data reduction is done by sorting
relevant information for the focus of the research. Data presentation aims to
organize information so that it can be analyzed more clearly. Finally, conclusions
are drawn based on patterns and findings that emerge from the processed data,

resulting in a comprehensive understanding of the problems studied.

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Moral Based Curriculum Concept

Education has a central role in shaping the character of individuals and
society. In Islam, education is not only aimed at intellectual intelligence, but also
at forming noble morals (Junaidi, Sileuw, & Faisal, 2023). The concept of a
moral-based curriculum is an approach in the education system that emphasizes
the formation of students' character through moral and ethical values that are
derived from religious teachings, social norms, and noble culture. This

curriculum aims to create individuals who are not only academically intelligent,
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but also have good personalities, behave politely, and uphold humanitarian
values. In the context of Islamic education, this concept is often associated with
the values taught in the Qur'an and Hadith, such as honesty, trustworthiness,
responsibility, patience, and compassion (Susanto, Ali, & Hidayat, 2024).

The implementation of a moral-based curriculum is rooted in the idea that
education is not only about imparting knowledge, but also forming a strong
character so that students are able to face various challenges of life with strong
moral principles. One of the basic ideas in a moral-based curriculum is the
concept of character education introduced by many Islamic scholars, such as
Imam Al-Ghazali, Ibn Khaldun, and Sheikh Az-Zarnuji (az-Zarnuji, 2004). They
emphasize that knowledge without morals will be useless and can even have a
negative impact on society. Therefore, a good education system must be able to
balance intellectual intelligence and moral intelligence. A moral-based
curriculum has several main principles that are the foundation for its
implementation. First, education must be oriented towards character formation
based on good universal values. Second, the learning process must pay attention
to the affective aspects of students, not just the cognitive and psychomotor
aspects. Third, education must form a high moral awareness so that students are
able to make the right decisions in everyday life. Fourth, learning must integrate
moral values in all subjects, both general and religious. With these principles, a
moral-based curriculum seeks to create an educational environment that
supports the holistic moral growth of students.

In implementing a moral-based curriculum, there are several strategies that
can be applied by educational institutions (Maarif, Wardi, & Amartika, 2020).
One of the main strategies is through the role model of educators. Teachers and
educational staff have an important role in instilling moral values in students. A
teacher who has good morals will be a role model for his students, so that the
process of internalizing values can run more effectively. In addition, experiential
learning is also an effective method in instilling morals. Students are invited to
be directly involved in activities that can shape their character, such as social
service programs, religious activities, and leadership training that instills the
values of responsibility and discipline (Arifin, Huda, & Mufida, 2023). The
moral-based curriculum also emphasizes the importance of an interactive
approach to learning. Dialogue and discussion about moral values should be
part of the classroom learning process. Through discussion, students are
encouraged to think critically about the role of morals in their lives. They do not

just receive information, but also learn to understand, evaluate, and apply these
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values in their daily lives. In addition, project-based learning can be an effective
means of building students' character. In these projects, they learn to work
together, solve problems, and understand the importance of ethics in interacting
with others.

One of the challenges in implementing a moral-based curriculum is how to
ensure that the moral values taught are truly internalized by students (Junaidi et
al., 2023). This internalization process cannot happen instantly, but requires a
continuous approach. Therefore, the educational environment must support the
formation of good morals. Not only in the classroom, but also in all aspects of
school life, from how teachers interact with students, school culture, to policies
implemented by educational institutions (Isti’ana, 2024). Schools or madrasas
that implement a moral-based curriculum must create a conducive atmosphere,
where values such as honesty, discipline, and responsibility truly become part of
everyday life. Integrating morals into the curriculum does not mean replacing
other subjects, but rather how each subject can contain moral values in it. For
example, in science subjects, students are not only taught about theories and
experiments, but also how science can be used for the benefit of humanity and
how ethics in research should be applied (Najib & Maunah, 2022; Suja, 2022). In
economics subjects, students can be taught about economic principles based on
justice and blessings, not just seeking profit alone. With this approach, every
field of knowledge can be a means to form good morals.

The success of a moral-based curriculum does not only depend on schools,
but also requires the participation of families and communities. Moral education
must be a shared responsibility, where parents also play an active role in
providing examples and guiding their children in everyday life (Abitolkha &
Mas’ud, 2021). The community must also participate in creating an environment
that supports the formation of good character, for example through social,
religious, and cultural activities that teach moral values. Synergy between
schools, families, and communities will strengthen the process of forming
students' morals, so that they grow into individuals with high morality. In the
context of the modern world full of challenges, a moral-based curriculum is
becoming increasingly relevant. The development of technology and
globalization has a complex impact on the social and moral life of society. The
abundance of information that is easily accessible via the internet and social
media requires the ability to sort out what is good and what is bad. Therefore,

moral-based education is very important so that students have a strong moral
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foundation in facing the dynamics of the times. They are not only equipped with
knowledge, but also with moral principles that will be guidelines in living life.
Implementation Strategy

The strategy for implementing moral values in education can be done through
integration in subjects, extracurricular activities, and the formation of school
culture. Integration of moral values in subjects is done with a thematic and
contextual approach, where each subject matter is linked to moral and ethical
principles (Aluk Maknunah & Abdul Muis, 2023). For example, in Mathematics
lessons, honesty in calculating and reporting results becomes the main value,
while in History lessons, students are invited to understand and emulate the
characters of great figures who have high integrity. Thus, moral values are not
taught separately, but become an inseparable part of each subject, so that
students can more easily internalize them in their daily lives.

In addition, extracurricular activities are an effective means of strengthening
students' moral character. Programs such as character building through group
discussions, religious mentoring involving spiritual guides, and social activities
such as community service and mutual cooperation in the community can
strengthen the values of empathy, care, and responsibility. Through these
activities, students not only learn theories about morals, but also apply them
directly in interactions with others. For example, religious mentoring programs
provide space for students to discuss moral challenges in everyday life and
receive guidance in dealing with ethical dilemmas. Meanwhile, involvement in
social activities helps students develop a sense of solidarity and responsibility
towards their surroundings.

Another strategy that is no less important is creating a school culture that is
conducive to the formation of morals (Rohman, 2016). A school culture based on
moral values can be realized through teacher role models, consistently applied
social norms, and a school atmosphere that encourages positive behavior.
Teachers as central figures in education act as models in implementing moral
values in daily interactions with students. In addition, social norms such as
greeting habits, time discipline, and attitudes of mutual respect and appreciation,
if applied consistently, will create an environment that supports the
development of student character. Schools can also implement policies that
encourage the implementation of moral values, such as a reward system for
students who demonstrate good behavior and a restorative approach in dealing

with disciplinary violations (Afif, 2019).

The Implementation of Akhlaq-Based Curriculum in Islamic Schools



JISEI: Journal of Islamic Studies and Educational Innovation ,Vol.01, No.01 Maret 2025 82 0f 93

Through integrated implementation strategies in subjects, extracurricular
activities, and school culture, moral education can be effectively instilled in
students' lives (Muahfudin, 2017). This approach not only makes students
understand moral concepts theoretically, but also accustoms them to apply
moral values in everyday life. Thus, schools can act as a place to form solid
characters, equip students with strong moral values, and form a generation with
noble morals and ready to face life's challenges with integrity and responsibility.

Challenges in Implementation

In the implementation of moral-based education, there are various challenges
that must be faced by educational institutions. One of the main challenges is the
lack of human resources who have a deep understanding of the concept and
practice of moral-based education. Moral education not only requires educators
who master the material, but must also be able to be role models for students
(Idul Adha & Faridi Faridi, 2024). Unfortunately, many educators do not have
special training in this field, making it difficult to integrate moral values into
learning effectively. In addition, evaluation of the effectiveness of moral-based
education has not been carried out systematically. Many schools implement a
moral-based curriculum without having standardized assessment instruments
(Irodati, 2022). This makes it difficult to measure the extent to which moral
learning can influence the character of students. Without a clear evaluation,
schools cannot know whether the methods used are effective or whether
improvements are needed in their implementation.

Another challenge is the lack of comprehensive policy support in the
implementation of moral-based education. Currently, policies on moral
education still depend on each school or educational institution. Without
broader regulations from the government, the implementation of moral
education does not have uniform standards across educational institutions. In
fact, if there is a clear policy, schools can more easily implement moral-based
education in a more focused and structured way (Ambarwati, Wibowo,
Arsyiadanti, & Susanti, 2022). In the context of a lack of resources, educators
who have a deep understanding of moral-based education are needed so that
character education can run optimally. For this reason, special training is needed
for teachers so that they are able to teach moral values effectively (Amin &
Ahmed, 2021). In addition, recruitment of teaching staff also needs to consider
the competency aspect in moral education so that students receive quality

learning.
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Meanwhile, in terms of evaluation, it is important for educational institutions
to develop systematic and standardized assessment instruments. This evaluation
does not only cover cognitive aspects, but also affective and psychomotor. With
clear instruments, schools can find out the extent to which moral-based
education is effective in shaping students' characters and make improvements if
necessary. In an effort to gain stronger policy support, there needs to be synergy
between the government, schools, and other stakeholders. The government
should provide clear regulations regarding moral-based education, so that it is
not only the responsibility of individual schools, but also becomes part of
national policy. With clear regulations, the implementation of moral-based
education can run more optimally in various educational institutions.

Apart from these main challenges, there are other factors that influence the
implementation of moral-based education, namely differences in cultural and
social backgrounds in each school (Arlina et al.,, 2023). Schools located in
environments with strong social values may find it easier to implement moral-
based education compared to schools located in environments that are less
supportive of moral values. Therefore, a flexible approach is needed in adapting
moral-based education according to the social conditions of each school. It is also
important to involve parents and the community in supporting moral-based
education. Schools cannot work alone in shaping the character of students
without support from the family and community environment. Therefore, a
program is needed that involves parents and the community in implementing
moral values so that students get consistent learning at school and at home.

To overcome these challenges, schools can adopt innovative approaches to
moral-based education (Mardiani, Ismail, & Ahmad, 2023). One way is to
integrate moral-based education into various subjects, so that it is not limited to
one particular subject. In addition, schools can also adopt more interactive and
applicable learning methods, such as case studies, group discussions, and
simulations, so that students can understand and apply moral values in
everyday life. By overcoming these challenges, it is hoped that the
implementation of moral-based education can run more effectively and have a
significant impact on shaping the character of students. Successfully
implemented moral-based education will not only create individuals with good

morals, but also contribute to creating a more ethical and harmonious society.

4. CONCLUSION
The implementation of a moral-based curriculum in Islamic schools has great

potential in shaping the character of students. Integration of moral values in
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subjects, extracurricular activities, and school culture is the main strategy in its
implementation. However, there are several challenges that need to be
overcome, such as the lack of competent human resources, an unsystematic
evaluation system, and minimal policy support. Therefore, continuous teacher
training and more concrete policies are needed to ensure the success of a moral-

based curriculum in Islamic education.
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